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Minister – Rev Alistair Jones 

Phone: 0113 258 2678   or email: alistairjones@live.co.uk 

 

 

Regular events 

Sunday 
10.20    Creche (0-3yrs)  258 3509 
10.20    J Team (tots to 12s)  258 8803 
10.30    Worship 
  6.00     Worship (alternate Sundays at Central Methodist Church) 
  7.30     Studio Dance SNYG  258 9093 

Monday 
9 -12.00     Pre-school (2-under 5s) (Funding 3-4yrs)  239 0335  
12.15   Luncheon Club  258 3807 
1.30     Network Women’s Fellowship  258 9448 
6.15    Beavers  216 9006 
6.15     Cubs  216 9006 
7.45     Scouts  216 9006  
7.45     Flower Guild (3rd Monday in the month)  258 4520 

Tuesday 
9.00-9.30  Prayer Group  258 8803  
9 -12.00    Pre-school (2-under 5s) (Funding 3-4yrs)  239 0335  
                    and 12.00 – 3.00 Pre-school as above. 
10-11.30   Coffee in the Centre small hall 258 3568; quiet room available                    
                    for prayer.  Jean Kemp’s hand-made greetings cards will be  
                    available on the first Tuesday of each month 
6.00     Rainbows (5th Horsforth)  259 0555 
6.15     Brownies (5th  Horsforth)  258 3670 
7.45     Guides (5th Horsforth)  202 9010 
      (Continued inside back cover) 
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“We’re off on the road to Morocco 
This camel is tough on the spine….” 
 
So sang Bob and Bing, and by the time you read this Jenny and I should be 
in the souks and Kasbahs of Marrakech.  She has made me promise not to 
buy a fez, so it seems that there will be no Tommy Cooper impressions 
from the front….. 
 

The men eat fire, sleep on nails and saw their wives in half. 
It seems to me there should be easier ways to get a laugh. 
 

Isn’t it interesting how we focus on the strange and different when we go 
on holiday?  When did you walk a foreign street and think ‘oooh, it’s just 
like Otley!’?  In many ways, however it may look, it is the same.  People 
living out their lives, hoping for the future, trying to make life just that 
little bit better. 
 

We may run into villains but we’re not afraid to roam 
Because we read the story and we end up safe at home. 
 

Well, we hope no villains, but rather finding out what makes Moroccans’ 
hearts beat a little faster, and their eyes a hint brighter.  The joy of going 
away is finding out, bringing the answers back, and letting them make our 
lives a little better back here. 
 

We certainly do get around.   
Like a complete set of Shakespeare that you get 
In the corner drugstore for a dollar ninety-eight.  We’re ‘Morocco’ bound.  
 

Marrakech hosts the largest leather tannery in the world, vats upon vats of 
the stuff.  Staying upwind seems advisable.  The skins that make Morocco 
binding for our Bibles may still come from there.  I do not know, but the 
stench hasn’t changed in millennia. 
 

The new and the different always change you.  I wonder who I might be 
when we return? 
 

God bless you all. 
 

                                                                   Ali             (Rev Alistair Jones) 
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Church Family News 
 

Please remember in your prayers:  Florence Bonfield,  Renee Collinson, 
Tony Emmott, John Hardaker, Mary Hart, Nancy Mathers, Stan Ramsden, 
Margaret Reasbeck, Ros Revell, Chris Shagouri, Eileen Stones and 
Christine Wilson. 
 

Sunday Services in June 
 

  2nd   9.00 Rev. Godfrey Nicholson – Holy Communion 
       10.30  Mr Timothy Pearson – Family and Parade 
         6.00 United Service at Central 
  9th 10.30 Rev. Michael Stopford – Methodist Homes Sunday 
         6.00 Civic Service  at St Margaret’s 
16th 10.30 Rev. Alistair Jones – Holy Communion 
         6.00  Circuit Service at St. Andrew’s 
23rd 10.30 Mrs Anne Blackburn  
         6.00 Mr Philip Maud 
30th 10.30  Mrs Moira Hunt 
         6.00  United Service at Central  
 
 

Stewards on Duty in June 
 

  2nd  David Buckley and John Bussey 
  9th   Carole Abel and Betty West  
16th  Margaret Shingler and Cynthia Hatton 
23rd   Cynthia Hatton and Carole Abel 
30th  David Buckley and Betty West 
 
 

From the Editorial Group 
Note that the Editorial Teams alternate…… n.b. the July/August Issue 
will be prepared by Gill and Philip and you should send items to them no 
later than Wednesday 26th June.  
 

Philip Abel      pcabel@talktalk.net  258 7744  
Margaret Bosomworth   margaret.bosomworth@ntlworld.com  228 4777 
Gill Jewell      gilljewell@aol.com  278 9438 
Gordon & Mary Mellor  jgkm64@gmail.com  258 6199 
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Flower Rota for June 
 

  2nd  Mr & Mrs P Abel and Mr & Mrs B Ball  
          
  9th   Ladies Group and Mrs P Beck  
          
16th   Mrs C Shagouri and Miss H Watkins 
 

23rd   Mrs K Taylor and Mrs J Swales 
 

30th   Mrs J Depledge and Mrs R Revell 
 
 

 

 
Please do come along and support 

Grove Methodist Church Ladies Group 
 

BIRTHDAY EVENT 
 

A COLOUR & STYLE ME BEAUTIFUL 
Interactive Presentation by Louise Rivers 

(including current fashion and colour trends) 
 

To be held in the  
Grove Centre, New Street, Horsforth 

Thursday 6 th June 7.30pm 
Tickets: £5 including refreshments 

 
 
 

Church Decorating 
(No, this is not another programme featuring Mary Berry and Paul 

Hollywood but the long awaited redecoration of the Church) 
 

Please note that the Church will be closed from Sunday 9th June until 
Sunday 14th  July (though may be subject to change).  All Services will 
be held in the Main Hall during this time.  If you have any queries, 
please contact Kay Bassett on 258 3346 or Alan Firth on 258 2742.  
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My Favourite Garden 
 

Chatsworth  
 
Nestled in a valley in Derbyshire lies one of Great Britain’s finest Houses 
and Gardens – Chatsworth. 
 

I have visited, and even stayed on this Estate, for over 45 years.  Nothing 
much has changed, you cannot improve on perfection! 
 

When you visit for the first time, forget the magnificent House, save your 
energy for the magic of the garden and wonderful walkways amidst trees 

shrubbery and waterways.  The Orangery 
itself is well worth a good half hour of 
your time, ageless fruit trees (and 
exquisite magnolias, camellias (when in 
season) can be seen and some of which 
are the original trees.  The heating system 
has to be seen to be believed, Joseph 
Paxton certainly knew what he was doing 
– no Gas/Electric Boards in those days! 

 

The first time I visited Chatsworth and its gardens was approximately 47 
years ago, in the month of May when the rhododendrons and azaleas were 
in full bloom.  It was a glorious sunny day, yes we do have them, and I 
thought I had arrived in Heaven, or my conception of Heaven.  An 
unbelievable kaleidoscope of colour and subtle fragrances – this time of 
the year is only surpassed by Spring and the daffodils. 
 

Since my first visit to these wonderful gardens, I have thoroughly explored 
all the grounds of the Estate and bought several books by the now 
Dowager Duchess.  I never cease to enjoy the marvel of this area which 
Capability Brown landscaped but unfortunately never saw the completion 
of – however, thousands upon thousands of visitors over the years have 
been able to appreciate the benefit of his genius. 
 

If you like a good walk, a trek up to the unique Hunting Tower would be a 
must.  Having arrived, gather your breath and enjoy the amazing view, as 
the Victorian ladies did, whilst the Gentlemen were hunting on the Estate 
below them. 
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From this area, routes can be taken to a man-made lake which is the source 
of not only the Aqueduct, the unbelievable 
Cascade and, eventually, the highest 
gravity-fed water 
feature in England – 
The Emperor 
Fountain.  In my 
opinion, one of the 

wonders of this garden and Estate is not only that it is 
still here, but it is available to everyone at an 
affordable admission charge.  Motorised buggies have 
now been introduced and can be used by the less 
mobile.  But, believe me, however you choose to 
explore this miracle of man and Mother Nature, please just visit and enjoy!                                                     
                Sue Galbraith                 
 
 
 

“The man who has planted a garden 
 feels that he has done something good for the world”.                                       

Charles Dudley Warner 
 

 

00000000000000000000 
 
 

 
York Gate Garden 
In the last issue we omitted to mention the new opening times for 2013. 
 

June  Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays - 2pm to 5pm 
  Wednesday evenings - 6.30pm to 9pm 
 
July    Wednesdays, Thursdays and Sundays - 2pm to 5pm 
  
Aug/Sept. Thursdays and Sundays - 2pm to 5pm    
 
August Bank Holiday Weekend – Sunday and Monday – 11am to 5pm  
 
For more information www.yorkgate.org.uk  
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Methodist Homes 
 

Methodist Homes Sunday is on Sunday 9th June.  Our special preacher this 
year is the Rev. Michael Stopford who, as a supernumerary minister, is now 
chaplain at Gledhow Christian Care Nursing Home, a Methodist Home, 
caring for up to 50 people, about 75% of whom have memory problems.   
 

Methodist Homes is celebrating its 70th anniversary this year, having been 
established in 1943 by the Rev. Walter Hall, supported by other well known 
Methodists including Sir George Martin (of whom we wrote last month) who 
encouraged a bit of healthy competition around the country as groups of 
people came together, convinced that if they could have an MHA Home in 
their town, why can’t we have one in ours?!  
 

The first retirement home opened in 1945 at Wallington in Surrey for 12 
‘elderly’ retired ladies all in their 60s! 1989 saw MHA’s first Specialist 
Nursing Care Home, founded on MHA’s principles of privacy, dignity, 
independence and well-being. Developments today include specialist nursing 
homes, dementia care homes, supported independence and sheltered 
accommodation for older people, not to mention over 70 Live at Home 
schemes supporting people in their own homes around the country. From the 
12 ladies in 1945 care is now given to over 1,600 people by MHA.  
 

On 17th April the Platinum Anniversary was celebrated 
with a service at Coventry Cathedral to which past and 
present friends and employees were invited together with 
special guests. The service, overlooked by the Christ in 
Glory tapestry by Graham Sutherland, was conducted by 
the Rev Keith Albans the present Director of Spirituality 
and Chaplaincy, and the preacher was the Rev. the 
Baroness Kathleen Richardson, past President of the 
Methodist Conference, who has had personal experience 

of MHA as both her mother and husband were cared for in Methodist Homes.  
She paid tribute to the quality of the charity’s dementia care and especially 
for its provision of music therapy. She spoke of the need to value older 
people and to help them on their continuing spiritual journey.  
 

So as we give thanks for the first 70 years of MHA’s life and witness, the 
hope is that the experience and wisdom, the generosity and grace which have 
marked that journey so far will enable MHA to travel on, in hope and in 
service to tomorrow’s older people.      

Gill Jewell 
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Grove Ladies Group 
Outing to Bakewell and Haddon Hall 

Thursday 4 th July 2013 
 

The Ladies Group has arranged a visit for Ladies and Gentlemen to 
Derbyshire.  

The coach (Kevin Jackson Travel) leaves the Parlour Car Park promptly at 
9.30am – arriving in Bakewell in just over one hour. 

We leave Bakewell at 1pm, arriving at Haddon Hall at 1.15pm. 
A mini bus has been arranged to take us from the car park to the Hall. 
There are plenty of cafes in Bakewell for coffee and/or early lunch. 

Alternatively, there is a licensed restaurant serving a selection of hot and 
cold meals and snacks and sandwiches in the 17th century stable block at 

Haddon Hall – with views over the River Wye.  Or you may prefer to 
enjoy your own picnic in the grounds. 

We leave for Horsforth at 5pm. 
 

A few seats are available at a cost of £20 per person, which includes the 
admission to Haddon Hall.   

Cheques, where possible please, made payable to Grove Ladies Group. 
Please see Barbara Collis (Tel: 2583518) if you would like to join us on 

what we are sure will be a memorable outing. 
 
 

 

 
The Carboy Appeal – May/June  

 

Ganton Special School 
This is a school for children with severe learning 
difficulties and needs (emotional, physical and 
behavioural). It serves a large area of Hull and the 
East Riding, where schools with this specialism are 
few and far between. 
Many children in the school have great difficulty in 

communicating because of their problems and the arts is one way in which 
they can do this freely.  The school requires a huge amount of equipment 
and materials but because they only receive the same funding as an 
ordinary school, this Appeal will be invaluable.                       Judi Swales 
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Singing the Lord’s Song in a Strange Land 
 

Summer holidays in recent years have seen us worshipping in churches in 
a variety of distant and often isolated British locations. What a variety of 
inspiring, and sometimes surprising, services we’ve shared in! 
 

Particularly memorable was the Baptist service in the pretty seaside village 
of Bunessan, on the Isle of Mull.  It was the only church in the area with a 
service that Sunday morning, and so we had no choice – we had to brave 
the unknown!  We ventured into what looked like a large hut, and were 
surprised that 35 or so people were already seated.  Chairs were found for 
us right at the front (the fate of the last to arrive), and the premises were 
scoured for two more copies of the hymn book, which turned out to be 
Songs of Fellowship 1&2 – our second surprise of the day.  We discovered 
later that church membership numbered 6, and that all the others present 
were holidaymakers like ourselves.  
 

We got off to an inauspicious start, as the pianist (there was no organ) 
couldn’t remember what worship songs she’d chosen as congregational 
introits.  But then came our third surprise – she was a brilliant keyboard 
player.  The hymns all went with a swing, and the small prefab rocked to 
her playing and to the confident singing of the congregation.  It turned out 
that four of the holidaymakers were Baptist ministers from different parts 
of Britain, and with their families they made up almost half of the 
congregation!  We also discovered that the pianist played regularly in a 
local band, which explained a lot.  There was free food afterwards as well! 
We left that church on a high.  
 

Three years earlier than that, we attended a Church of Scotland service in 
the small village of Nethybridge, in the Cairngorms. It was a hot day and 
the doors were wide open, so we heard the loud buzz of pre-service 
conversation before we got there.  It was a surprisingly large barn of a 
building, filled with a mixture of locals and holidaying teenagers from the 
nearby Adventure Centre – hence the loud buzz.  We again had to squash 
in where we could.  The immediate surprise was that they had all mod cons 
in that building, including computer-operated projection of hymns etc, and 
this was quite some years ago.  
 

With so many people present, the singing was once again invigorating, and 
all the hymns were ‘modern’.  What is more – another surprise – some 
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members of the congregation spontaneously sang the descant in Stuart 
Townend’s ‘The Lord’s my Shepherd’ (Grove Praise 81).  At the end, a 
steward apologised for it being perhaps the wrong service for us (being 
worshippers of a certain age), and that there was an old-timers’ church 
round the corner (my description, not his).  On the contrary, we assured 
him, it was absolutely the right service to give us a wonderful lift at the 
start to the day.  
 

Last year we found ourselves in an extremely small ‘hut’, this time in 
Drumbeg, on the far North-Western coast.  This is a tiny and isolated 
seaside village – but with remarkable sea views.  When we entered (late – 
we’d been trying to find a church for more than 50 miles), the two of us 
increased the congregation by fifty per cent!  The ‘building’ was so small 
that we assumed there probably never had been many in the congregation. 
There was no musical instrument other than human voices, and the only 
hymns available were the metrical psalms at the back of the much-
thumbed and rather unhygienic-looking bibles.  But it was clear that all 
present were singing loudly, and we didn’t go flat.  This experience was 
memorable because we were reminded of the realities of worship when 
there’s only a handful of regulars. 
 

Then there was the Scottish Episcopalian service in the hills above Loch 
Ness, five years ago.  We’d been travelling north all day and were very 
weary, but we had hoped to find a 6 pm service somewhere.  So it was 
with great pleasure and not a little amazement that, at exactly 6 pm, we 
spotted a cluster of vehicles beside an obvious small church – again in an 
idyllic location, overlooking a very pretty, small loch.  This time we 
swelled the congregation by twenty-five per cent – and right through the 
service I couldn’t stop thinking that I knew the organist.  Sure enough, 
though he had worked in a different city, we had at one time been involved 
in a joint enterprise lasting for a number of years.  I had never known 
before that he was a regular worshipper – never mind an organist.  Nor had 
I known that his wife maintained a huge garden which was open to the 
public, and which presented a better view of a local and very spectacular 
waterfall than from anywhere else!  What a bonus it was to be able to 
spend an afternoon there later in the week – and what an escape to the 
country he’d found.  Have you enjoyed any memorable experiences when 
singing the Lord’s song in a strange land? 
                                                                                                   Tony Orton 
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The Gardener and The Farmer….  
 

A few years ago Rev. Frank Pagden gathered together various documents.    
Gladys has kindly given permission for us to reproduce the following 

tributes, being in respect of the first two Local Preachers at The Grove.  
 
 

The Gardener 
a tribute to Mr John Lawson 

 

John Lawson was born at Whitkirk in 1804 and the family moved to 
Horsforth when he was a few months old.  He lived in Horsforth for the 
rest of his life.  He married in 1824 and his great grandson was Robert 
Lawson who you will remember worshipped with us.  Extracts from the 
Tribute, by James Howcroft, and written at the time of John Lawson’s 
death, state:  
 

“He, with some others, who were starting out in the divine life, began to 
hold Cottage Prayer Meetings in different parts of Horsforth and which 
were well attended and blest in their results.  One of the band was Mr 
James Harris who remembers the deep impression produced by the 
earnestness and power of our departed friend.  
  

When the Sunday School opened Mr Lawson 
became a teacher and then a Superintendent and up 
to the time of his removal from us (by death) 
manifested in every way his warm interest in that 
institution. 
With his wife, family prayer was a delight as well 
as a duty and shortly after his marriage Mr Lawson 
became a Local Preacher and was very acceptable 
in this and in adjoining circuits until an affliction of 
the throat compelled him to give up the work. 
He was appointed leader of the class and continued 

in charge of it until his death.  As a leader he was most successful; 
encouraging the faithful and offering mild reproof when necessary to the 
wavering.  He was an earnest student of the bible and his quotations 
proved him to be one who searched the scriptures.   
 

Mr Lawson was before the public of Horsforth for 64 years and all can 
bear testimony how blamelessly and with what unwavering fidelity he 
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walked as a citizen of heaven.  An ardent lover of Methodism he kept to 
the church of his first love even in troublous times, yet no man could more 
truly say ‘he loved all those who loved the Lord’. 
 

He will be greatly missed by the church as well as by his family.  We shall 
no more see his dignified form as he walked from his pew to the Table of 
the Lord.  We shall no more hear his voice in earnest prayer for the cause 
he loved so well.” 

 
 

The Farmer 
a tribute to Mr Joseph Rathmell 

 

“The meeting desired to put on record its high appreciation of the sterling 
worth of Mr Jos. Rathmell’s character and service.  Mr Rathmell was a 
man of strong parts and more than ordinary ability, enthusiastic and 
fearless in holding to his conviction as to the teaching of the Word of God, 
considerate as to the opinions of others, tender and sympathetic in nature. 
 

He was ever ready to serve the churches.  As a 
Local Preacher he was both popular and 
successful, and by the willing use of those natural 
gifts which God had endowed him, and the 
exhibition of a Christ-like spirit in his daily life, 
he won for himself a great degree among men. 
 

The meeting devoutly thanks the Great Head of 
the Church for the valuable, varied and loyal 
services which his servant rendered during a long 
and devoted life, and prays that the spirit of 
earnestness which possessed him in such a 

marked degree, may ever be vouchsafed to his family and the church.” 
 

(from Circuit Minute Book, December 1897.  Mr Rathmell was one of the 
first Trustees and served the Church for over fifty years). 
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Mamma Shirl’s Update                        
June Grove Vine will be issued shortly after Shirley Crawford has returned 
home for a short visit – her update shows how your support is helping. 
 

“Dear family and friends, 
So much has been happening and I have a lot to share.  Since I last wrote, 
we have the new school uniforms, shoes and sports shoes for my Children 
of Hope (Thanks to all who donated money – the children are so proud)! 
 

On Easter Sunday, staff and children cooked lunch and entertained forty 
friends.  One of the staff (Faith) went into labour – but didn’t say anything 
until much later. She has no Mum and asked me to go with her and her 
husband to hospital.  We left at 11.30pm and after an awkward journey 
with me trying to remember my 3 month midwifery placement (35 years 
ago) we arrived at hospital and me under the illusion that I would be 
holding Faith’s hand and mopping her brow….. 
The reality was shocking.  The conditions were dire, monitoring and care 
negligible and NO pain relief.  The only midwife went off for a sleep 
leaving us to it.  Eventually, I helped deliver the baby’s head when, 
thankfully someone with knowledge heard me shout and arrived to take 
over.  By a miracle, baby Joshua survived my inexperience.  I have the 
utmost respect for Faith and every Ugandan mother who has safely 
delivered a child in these conditions. 
 

Health care here has to be paid for and many people struggle to afford 
basic medication.  Consequently I am kept busy with consultations, giving 
first aid and dressing wounds.  One mum I know got steel wool embedded 
in her finger at a poorly paid job; went to the clinic and received 
inadequate treatment.  The wound deteriorated, so her employer laid her 
off.  With no wage, she could not afford to feed her 2 boys or to pay the 
rent, let alone buy the care needed.  With money donated by you I was able 
to provide the healing and help so that she could return to work.  It cost 
you who helped her £7 – a sum unattainable for her!   
 

Another friend contracted malaria.  With a wife and 8 children, he works 
all hours and cannot afford to lose pay which he needs to pay school fees 
and buy medication.  Again, with your donations, £3.50 bought his 
medication! 
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Other, non-medical news.  My church sent our 5th Watoto build team to 
Gulu and I had the best 10 days with them!  We mixed and barrowed tons 
of concrete for a sports court for the Laminadera School and Community.   
Hot, hard work but cheaper than paying for Gym Membership!!!! 
 

We pampered the Watoto Mamas who each care for 8 orphans or rescued 
child soldiers.  We went into the local juvenile remand home and had a 
blast with 24 teenage boys and 1 teenage girl (yep…unbelievable I know).  
We played games, took them food and toiletries and spoke with them about 
the difference God has made in our lives.  5 decided to turn their lives 
God’s way and we are invited back anytime.  We went into the baby home 
to cuddle, feed and play with 0-3 year olds and we even managed a safari!  
I loved being with the team….these trips were the stepping stones to me 
living here now, so you never know…… 
 

I have moved in to my new home in the middle of a village of lovely and 
interesting neighbours who I get to know as I walk to and from the 
Children’s Home or, as I hang out with the women who have small market 
stalls of produce.  Some of the village children are badly malnourished.  I 
have a huge mango tree, avocados, jackfruit, banana and pawpaws in my 
garden and I would like to provide a vitamin boost as lollies made with 
frozen juices.  If  anyone would  like to partner me on this idea and help 
fund a small chest freezer, then my Africa Account details are: Barclays 
Bank, Sort code: 20-48-46; Account: 80086339; Name: Mrs S Crawford. 
 

So, I am living my dream to live, love and laugh with the gorgeous people 
of Gulu, N. Uganda and thank you for sharing the journey with me.” 
 

NB sadly no picture of the children in their uniforms.  A few technical 
problems means hopefully we can obtain them for a future issue. 
  

************************** 
Thank You 
“We just wanted to pass on our thanks to the many church friends who 
have expressed their care and concern following the traumatic time 
through which we have gone over the past 12 months or more.  It is 
comforting to know that people are thinking about us and it helps to make 
our situation more bearable.  Thank you all – very much. 
                                                      Cynthia Quayle and Margaret Simmons” 
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Famous Methodists 
 

The Rev. Dr. W.E. Sangster  1900-1960 
 

Willian Edwin Sangster was born in London.  His 
family was not a church-going family but when he 
was eight he attended a local Methodist Sunday 
School.  It was here that he was converted and at 12 
years old gave his life to Christ.  After serving in 
World War I he was accepted for the Wesleyan 
Methodist ministry and trained at Handsworth 
College (Birmingham) and at Richmond College. 
Will, as he was known, married Margaret and they 
had two children Paul and Margaret. His daughter 
recalls his impish sense of humour with delight. He served the church in 
Bognor, Colwyn Bay, Bootle, Scarborough and Leeds, where folk still 
remember queuing up for the evening service at Brunswick church in order 
to get a seat. In 1939 he became superintendent minister at Westminster 
Central Hall until 1955.  He was a theologian and outstanding preacher 
and his ‘agenda’ was evangelism and spiritual deepening. 
 

His first service at the Central Hall was on September 3rd and during the 
service he had to announce that Britain was at war with Germany.  Once 
the bombing began, Will opened the basement up as an air raid shelter for 
up to a thousand people a night. It was one of the largest shelters in the 
country.  He and his family moved in to share it with them and they 
remained there for five years, living in one small room on the ground floor.  
Mrs Sangster organised a canteen – “service before services”, said the 
minister as he moved among the people, telling funny stories and listening 
to people’s concerns, charming them all.  Soon he was asked to take 
evening prayers which became a permanent institution along with concerts 
each Saturday and a weekly lecture on current affairs. 
 

During these years he would retire at midnight to do two hours’ study and 
he wrote his thesis on Christian Perfection for which he gained his 
doctorate awarded by London University.  After the war was over he wrote 
many books and undertook lecture tours throughout the world.  In 1950 Dr 
Sangster became the youngest ever President of the Methodist Conference.   
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In 1955 I remember going with my family to the opening of Wesley’s 
house (manse) as a museum at City Road Chapel in London. My father 
was secretary of the Trust there and of course knew Dr Sangster very well. 
I had been ill with a primary tuberculosis the previous year and I 
remember we met Dr Sangster on the stairs and my father did the 
introductions. The great man looked at me, asked me how I was now and 
told me I had been on his prayer list. What an honour! Me! I could hardly 
believe it!  Later he came to preach at our church in St Albans for a Church 
Anniversary, he and his wife staying with us for the day. His text for one 
sermon was “This is a Jubilee”.  Albert (then The Boyfriend) was invited 
to tea and as he arrived he found Dr Sangster asleep on a deck chair in the 
secluded front garden and tried carefully to creep over the gravel path 
terrified of waking him!  He remembers how Dr Sangster would start 
recounting a story only for this to be taken over by Mrs Sangster, and he 
interrupting to continue it until she took over again to complete the tale! 
 

In 1955 Dr Sangster became a very successful General Secretary of the 
Home Missions Department of the Methodist Church as it was then called, 
administering the Department and travelling continuously, praying for a 
reawakening of the Christian faith.  On a trip to USA he first became 
aware that all was not well – he had difficulty swallowing and walking. 
While there he was diagnosed with muscular dystrophy, an incurable 
wasting disease of the muscles which would lead to losing his voice, 
inability to swallow, walk, and use his hands and he was not yet 60. 
He determined to be positive about the future, forcing himself to work. He 
made four resolutions: “I will never complain; I will keep the home bright; 
I will count my blessings; I will try to turn it into gain.”  Even though his 
speech went and otherwise helpless he gloried in still being able to write - 
and write he did, this being his only means of communication.  On Easter 
morning 1960 he wrote to his daughter, “It is terrible to wake up on Easter 
morning and have no voice with which to shout ‘He is risen!’ but it would 
be still more terrible to have a voice and not to want to shout.” 
 

Dr Sangster died on Wesley Day 24th May 1960, before he lost all power in 
his hand and still sure in his faith. 

Gill Jewell 
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The Choral Coronation Concert 
Leeds Town Hall – June 1953 

 

When I was in the 6th Form at school in 1952, the date of the Coronation to 
come was already known and a plan to give a major choral concert in 
Leeds Town Hall was already circulating in educational establishments.  
The Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra was to perform with a choir made up 
of sixth form girls, a few willing boys and the male section of Leeds 
Philharmonic Choir.  Anyone who joined had to be able to read music, 
have choral experience and a good voice for the highly demanding English 
choral works that had been chosen. 
 

Of course I joined.  I loved music.  I loved singing.  Every Thursday 
evening – for one and a quarter hours – we met at the Mechanics Institute 
in Cookridge Street to practise (males excluded, until much later).  In 
charge was Dr Charles Hooper, head of music in the Bradford L.E.A., 
bringing a fantastic pianist with him.  We rehearsed for nine months!  
Every chorus was in four parts and sometimes in eight.  When we knew 
the parts, the male section was finally admitted to join us – as was the 
orchestra in the last month. 
 

We started then on the first public performance, with Elgar’s version of our 
National Anthem – with all three verses.  Nobody knows the middle one.  
Its words are of triumphalism and xenophobia, but heartily sung, as we had 
all endured the recent Second World War. 
 

The ‘Prologue’ to Chaucer’s ‘Canterbury Tales’ came next, written by Sir 
George Dyson of Halifax.  Its text remained in the Middle English of the 
fourteenth century, with a peaceful mediaeval style melody, without 
elaborate harmonies, to fit in with the age of pilgrimage. 
 

The Elizabethan Age was represented by ‘As Vesta Was’ – a motet – 
describing a classical goddess - in keeping with the world of Elizabeth I. 
 

Handel, though a German by birth, had become accepted as an 
Englishman.  His ‘Zadok the Priest’, based on the Old Testament story of 
the ‘coronation’ of King Solomon, was so thrilling to sing.  Those 
mounting repeated quavers in the introduction, prepared for a loud and 
majestic sound from the choir.   
 

Vaughan Williams had written a ‘Te Deum’ for a former coronation, which 
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we presented.  There is always something serious, even mystical, in the 
writing of Vaughan Williams as well as boldness and great joy.  All these 
elements are in this work.  The music matches absolutely the words and 
beauty of this great church canticle. 
 

The final offering was from Elgar’s ‘Dream of Gerontius’, words by the 
then Cardinal Newman.  It was the most difficult of all, in eight parts with 
very high notes for the sopranos.  Some entrances were at top G and top A!  
I know the words ‘Praise to the Holiest’ from our hymn book.  ‘The 
Angelic Choir’ – which was the section we sang – was totally inspiring 
and a suitable climax to the evening. 
 

I have never forgotten that wonderful experience.  The music has always 
stayed with me and which was such a fitting tribute to our new Queen. 
                                                                                       Christine Mathers  

 
 

Rawdon Amnesty Concert Series – 2013 
 

All events take place at Rawdon Quaker Meeting House.  Admission Free. 
Donations to Amnesty International. 
Sunday 23rd June at 7.30pm – The Threedom Reed Trio 
Elizabeth Kenwood (oboe) and from Opera North, John Mellor 
(clarinet) and David Baker (bassoon) – with a rare chance of enjoying 
music from 20th century France. 
 

 

Solutions to the May Puzzle 
 (hymn numbers and words) 

 

1 9 Inaccessible 8 215 portion 15 485 benediction 
2 28 Ineffable 9 216 infinite 16 484 pleasure 
3 745 inextinguishable 10 66 faithfulness 17 673 silence 
4 180 Sacrifice 11 63 sacrifice 18 8 everywhere 
5 559 Cumbered 12 86 humble 19 668 whispers 
6 68 Weakness 13 358 everlasting 20 378 inheritance 
7 69 Transport 14 814 paradise    

 
Tony Orton 
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The Peter Trust 
(Provision for East Timorese Education and Relief) 

 

We are all aware of the many areas of the World desperately in need of aid.  
At a recent presentation to Forum 2000, Revd Patrick Smythe, Priest at St 
Mary’s, provided a moving insight into his work and the work of the Trust.  
 

East Timor, a half island 350 miles north 
of Darwin, is the poorest country in SE 
Asia and one of the 4 most impoverished 
countries in the world.  For nearly 400 
years it was a Portuguese colony but only 
a few native people gained benefit from 
this rule.  Most inhabitants survived by 

subsistence agriculture.  In 1974, Portugal initiated a de-colonisation but 
before this was complete East Timor was invaded and occupied by 
Indonesian troops with the complicity of Western Governments.  The 
occupation lasted until 1999 and was oppressive and exploitative.  The 
Timorese gradually gained international support for their courageous 
resistance to Indonesian rule. 
 

Indonesian armed forces had intimidated people into voting to remain 
within Indonesia.  When a UN ballot voted for independence, the troops 
created as much devastation as possible as they withdrew and forcibly 
deported a quarter of the population to West Timor and other islands.  
Most professional people had been Indonesian immigrants and they left. 
 

Thus, East Timor began the year 2000 with its infrastructure wrecked and 
most homes and public buildings ruined and with few people capable of 
planning a recovery.  The UN and international aid workers, with 
representatives of many governments round the world, have been working 
with the East Timorese people to build an ordered society from ‘less than 
nothing’ – including repatriation of many of those who were deported. 
 

The UN has supported a succession of Missions and felt able to largely 
withdraw from the territory in 2012.  Most analysts believe it will take a 
generation for the people to provide for themselves.  Meanwhile, the Peter 
Trust gives priority to health care, education and training to the young 
people, and assists families develop agriculture and rearing of livestock.  
                                                                             www.thepetertrust.org.uk 
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Scout Group History 
Two months ago I postulated that a concert given by the Scouts in 1938 marked 
the start of the Group's thespian leanings, but I am thrilled to report I have 
found a press cutting marked April 1952, from the “Wharfedale” in their “25 
Years ago” column, (thus referring to April 1927), that the Cub Pack gave a 
concert together with Cubs from 5h Airedale(Woodside Wesleyan) in our school 
room - a mere 8 months since the Pack (and Group) was commissioned.  So the 
following may be of interest – it certainly mentions a few names! 

HORSFORTH  SCOUT  GROUP  PRESENT A  MUSICAL  REVIEW  
Friday 16th and Saturday 17th March 1956 

 

     “Making their first attempt at producing a review, the 9th Horsforth Scout Group 
presented “Playtime”.  In the past the Group has always presented pantomimes and 
this venture proved very successful (full houses) both nights.  The show opened with 
a chorus by Scouts and Cubs and a sketch by Anthony Abel and Geoffrey Wade.  
Short plays were given by Cubs Michael Baxter, John Taylor, Tony Barnes, Andrew 
Hardwick, Ian Richards, Eric Powell, David Sharp, .Barry Fielding, Wilfred Sutcliffe, 
Paul Brown, David Denby, Christopher Chadwick, Stephen Ingham, Mark Rasin, 
Peter Green, Raymond Carr, Malcolm Garratt and Philip Metcalfe.  Scouts Gerald 
Peel, Anthony Abel, Christopher French, Geoffrey Wade, Senior Scout Richard 
Taylor and three Scouters Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Weightman and Mr. J. Benson. 
     A sketch entitled “The Dress Rehearsal” was presented by R. Weightman, J. 
Benson, D. Peel, Billy Keay, Philip Abel, Richard Taylor, Ian Kirkbride and Anthony 
Abel.  A number of short comedy items were given by Michael Hull, Peter Turner, 
Malcolm Laughton, Philip Abel, Christopher Richards, Bryce Henderson, Billy Keay, 
Gerald Wilson, Graham Parfitt, Michael Cooke, Rodney Smith, Ian Lusher, and Barry 
Fairburn. 
     The highlight was a short pantomime, “Jack and the Beanstalk”, in which an 
attractive though muscular fairy tried to overcome an attractive gent, complete with 
horns and tail”.  
     An email has been received by the Vine Team from Douglas Barrett 
Wilkinson, a member between 1933 and 1954. 
Dear Editors:   Another fine Grove Vine: particularly ‘Looking over the 
roundabout’ and names from the past.  I remember Akela taking us to the 
pantomime in Leeds on the tram; (this wonderful lady had a massive bicycle 
which braked by reversing the direction of the pedals); attending a huge rally at 
Leeds United’s Ground to hear the new Chief Scout; the Silverdale Camp; the 
brilliant leader with knowledge of pharmacy treating my septic ankle; the water 
tanks in the wood having a dead owl floating on the surface and on a trip to 
Morecambe, the owner of The Cyclone Ride offering free rides to help keep the 
carriages on the track.  I repainted the Scout Motto in the Scout room.  I was in 
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Stag patrol and we were also Air Scouts giving us access to Yeadon Airport 
Hangers.  In Bingley we were part of the Chief Scout’s Guard of Honour.  
Every good wish,                                        
Great stuff, Douglas.  
 

More memories required! Send them to the Vine editors, or read these 
articles on the Scout Web site and comment using the Contact us page. 

www.9thairedalescoutgroup.org 
 
 

What’s on? 
Thurs June 6th  Grove Ladies Group  Birthday Event 
   “Colour me Beautiful” – Mrs Louise Rivers 
   All welcome.  See page 5 for details. 
 

Sat June 15th      Scarecrow Festival at St Mark’s - 10am – 4pm 
Sun June 16th     after morning service and until 2pm. 
   Proceeds divided between Church Funds and The   
   Children’s Heart Unit at LGI. 
    

 Sat June 22nd  Gawthorpe Brass Band Concert at Trinity 
7.30pm  Tickets £6. 
 

Sat June 22nd  Clifton and Lightcliffe Summer Band Concert at Rodley  
7.30pm  Adm. only by ticket - £5 (incl refreshments) Tel:255 3737  
 

Sat July 6th  Coffee Morning at St Mark’s  - 10am – 12noon 
 

Also, on Sat June 15th… 
Caring for Life Open Day 
CFL, Otley Old Road, Cookridge, are to hold an Open Day for all the 
family.  The farm site will be open to view along with lots of activities, 
including animals, farm safari rides, music and drama projects, 
demonstrations of sheep shearing and a hog roast! And many other treats! 
 

The day begins with a service at 10.30am and activities from 12 noon until 
5pm.  Entry: £5 for adults; £2.50 for OAPs/Children 3-16. Under 3 free. 
 

There is also a challenge! An inter-church tug o’ war. Entry fee £30 for a 
team of 6 if you fancy having a go! 
 

Full details on the poster by the Main Hall – or Tel: 230 3600 or 
www.caringforlife.co.uk  Caring for Life is a local Christian charity 
supporting homeless and vulnerable people. 
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Stop Press 
We have just learnt that Grove Vine has won a Commendation from the 
Association of Church Editors in their National Competition for Church 
Magazines.  There were different categories and our ‘prize’ was for the 
cover.  The overall winner was a church from Alford, Lincolnshire.    
 
 
Regular events (contd) 

Wednesday 
9 -12.00      Pre-school (2-under 5s) (Funding 3-4yrs)  239 0335  

                  and 12.00 – 3.00 Pre-school as above.       
    1.30      Line Dancing  258 7444 
    6.00      Rainbows (14th)  239 0335 

6.15      Brownies (14th)  250 4907 
    8.00      Explorer Scouts  258 0882 
    7.30      Wednesday Break (fortnightly) 225 2734 

 

Thursday 
9.30 – 11.30 Tots & Tykes (0-4yrs) 293 8458 
11.00   Bible Fellowship  258 3239 
6.00   Cubs  216 9006 
6.15   Beavers  216 9006 
7.45   Scouts  216 9006 
7.45   Grove Ladies Group (1st and 3rd Thursdays)  258 2097 
 

Friday 
7.45   Choir Rehearsal  258 9093 
 

Walking Groups:  Thursday  258 6579         Saturday  258 4520 
 
 

 
 
Items for the July/August Issue of Grove Vine should be submitted to 
Gill or Philip by Wednesday 26th June.   
Please include dates up to Sunday 1st September 2013.   
Email would be appreciated! 
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Registered Charity No. 1129305 

Premises Manager:  Alan Firth 
43 New Street, Horsforth, Tel: 258 2742 or 07985745525  

Off duty from Saturday noon and all day Sunday 


